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Dear Supervisor Cliffe: 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

February 25, 2014 

CESAR A. PERALES 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

I am pleased to inform you that I have approved the Town of Wheatfield Local Waterfront 
Revitalization Program, pursuant to the Waterfront Revitalization of Coastal Areas and Inland 
Waterways Act. Everyone who participated in the preparation of this program is to be commended for 
developing a comprehensive management program that promotes the balanced preservation, 
enhancement, and utilization of the valuable local waterfront resources along Niagara River and 
Tonawanda Creek. 

I am notifying State agencies that I have approved your Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 
(L WRP) and advising them that their activities must be undertaken in a manner consistent, to the 
maximum extent practicable, with the program. 

The approved L WRP will be available on the website of the Department of State, at 
http://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/WFRevitalization/L WRP status.html. 

If you have any questions, please contact Renee Parsons of the Office of Planning and Development at 
518-473-2461. 

Sincerely, 

Cesar A. Perales 
Secretary of State 
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INTRODUCTION  

The New York State Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) is designed to give waterfront 

communities an opportunity to assess conditions along the waterfront, establish policies to guide 

development, and implement appropriate waterfront land uses and projects. It is an extension of 

the State’s Coastal Management Program that allows communities to design the program to better 

reflect and address local issues and opportunities in the designated local waterfront revitalization 

area.  The LWRP establishes a planning framework for future public and private investment and 

development actions that occur within that area. 

The Town of Wheatfield is located on the shore of the Niagara River, in the southwestern portion of 

Niagara County, New York.  The Town of Wheatfield has about 3.5 miles of shoreline, including 

approximately three miles of shoreline along the Niagara River in Sub-Area 1 and approximately 

one-half mile along the Erie Canal (Tonawanda Creek) in Sub-Area 2.   The Town is surrounded by 

the Town of Lewiston and Town of Cambria to the north, Town of Pendleton to the east, City of 

North Tonawanda and Niagara River to the south, and the City of Niagara Falls and Town of Niagara 

to the west.  Within the western New York region, Wheatfield is situated approximately 25 miles 

north of the Buffalo metropolitan area. 

Although both sub-areas are predominantly rural in nature, much of the shoreline has been 

developed with medium density residential uses.  Wheatfield riverfront in Sub-Area 1 had long been 

popular as a summer residential area, with numerous cottages and smaller, modest homes.  Over 

the past few decades, the area has become increasingly attractive for residential use, with many 

cottages transitioning to year-round residences.  The Sub-Area 1 waterfront includes distinct 

neighborhoods, which are characterized by narrow roadways lined with small homes and mature 

trees.  These areas include Sunset Drive, Hird Street, York Road and Willow Lane.  In addition, the 

area includes a mix of residential and commercial uses along River Road and a large 

manufactured/mobile home park.   

The Erie Canal portion of the waterfront (Sub-Area 2) follows residential properties along Lockport 

Avenue, which extends below Niagara Falls Blvd.  The western section, near the City of North 

Tonawanda, only has housing on the upland side of Lockport Road, with limited access to the Canal.  

Whereas, the eastern side of Lockport Road, which abuts West Canal Marina Park in the Town of 

Pendleton, has housing along both sides of Lockport Road.  Housing along the Canal has private 

dockage.  

With limited areas of public land, the Town desires to provide opportunities for public access to the 

greatest extent possible.  The Town would also like to establish a multi-use trail that would become 

part of the regional Niagara River Greenway system, allowing a connection with the adjoining Cities 
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of Niagara Falls and North Tonawanda.  This program is aimed at improving the quality of life in the 

waterfront areas and taking advantage of existing assets along the Niagara River and Tonawanda 

Creek (Erie Canal). 

This LWRP includes an outline of proposed changes to the NYS Coastal Management Program 

boundary, to delineate the local waterfront revitalization area.  Section II includes an updated 

inventory and analysis of existing conditions and resources in the waterfront area.  The policies 

contained in Section III of this LWRP support the inventory and are focused on waterfront 

revitalization, making beneficial use of waterfront lands, protecting community character and 

protecting important natural and cultural resources.  The policies are further supported by land and 

water use and implementation proposals outlined in Sections IV and V.  Together, the information 

contained in the LWRP comprises a program that sets the direction for managing and revitalizing the 

Wheatfield waterfront into the future.  




