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AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION

1, Kathleen Harrington-McDonell, elected Town Clerk of The Town of Wheatfield, 2800 Church Road,
North Tonawanda, NY 14120, do hereby certify that the following resolution was adopted at the regular
meeting of the Town of Wheatfield held on March 25, 2013 at 7:30 pm, and is incorporated in the
original minutes of said meeting and that said resolution has not been altered, amended or revoked and
is in full force and effect.

Resolved:

WHEREAS, the Town of Wheatfield initiated preparation of Local Waterfront Revitalization
Program in cooperation with the New York State Department of State, pursuant to Article 42 of the

Executive Law; and

WHEREAS, a Draft Local Waterfront Revitalization Program was prepared and circulated by the
Department of State to potentially affected State, federal and local agencies in accordance with the
requirements of Executive Law, Article 42; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Wheatfield as a lead agency, filed a Negative Déclaration-Notice of
Detérmination of Non-Significance on July 9, 2012 for the adoption of the Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program, pursuant to Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law (State
Environmental Quality Review Act);

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Wheatfield Local Waterfront Revitalization
Program is hereby adopted, and that the Town Supervisor is authorized to submit the Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program to the New York State Secretary of State for approval, pursuant to the
Waterfront Revitalization of Coastal Areas and Inland Waterways Act.

This motion was CARRIED: AYES 5 — NAYS 0.

Kathleen M. Harrington-McDonell
Town Clerk

K, M.ﬂa_m‘%k' g M

Seal of Municipality
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The Town of Wheatfield Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan was funded in part by the New York
State Department of State under Title Il of the Environmental Protection Fund. The development of
this Program was a multi-phased endeavor made possible through the efforts of:

Town of Wheatfield Waterfront Advisory Committee

Larry Helwig, Town of Wheatfield Town Board Liaison

Robert O’Toole, Wheatfield Town Attorney

Richard Muscatello, Town of Wheatfield Planning Board Chairman
Edward Sturgeon, Town of Wheatfield Parks and Recreation Department
Bernie Rotella, Town of Wheatfield Grants Consultant

Joseph Gargas, Town of Wheatfield Citizen Representative

Our special thanks to all who assisted in the creation of this document
Robert Cliffe, Town of Wheatfield Supervisor

Gilbert Doucet, Town of Wheatfield Councilman

Arthur Gerbec, Town of Wheatfield Councilman

Kenneth Retzlaff, Town of Wheatfield Councilman

Joseph Caturia, Town of Wheatfield Code Enforcement Officer

Kathleen Harrington, Wheatfield Town Clerk

Sharon Leighton, New York State Canal Corporation

Amy DeGaetano, New York State Department of State

And the Citizens of the Town of Wheatfield

Project Consultant - Wendy E. Weber Salvati, AICP
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The New York State Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) is designed to give waterfront
communities an opportunity to assess conditions along the waterfront, establish policies to guide
development, and implement appropriate waterfront land uses and projects. It is an extension of
the State’s Coastal Management Program that allows communities to design the program to better
reflect and address local issues and opportunities in the designated local waterfront revitalization
area. The LWRP establishes a planning framework for future public and private investment and

development actions that occur within that area.

The Town of Wheatfield is located on the shore of the Niagara River, in the southwestern portion of
Niagara County, New York. The Town of Wheatfield has about 3.5 miles of shoreline, including
approximately three miles of shoreline along the Niagara River in Sub-Area 1 and approximately
one-half mile along the Erie Canal (Tonawanda Creek) in Sub-Area 2. The Town is surrounded by
the Town of Lewiston and Town of Cambria to the north, Town of Pendleton to the east, City of
North Tonawanda and Niagara River to the south, and the City of Niagara Falls and Town of Niagara
to the west. Within the western New York region, Wheatfield is situated approximately 25 miles
north of the Buffalo metropolitan area.

Although both sub-areas are predominantly rural in nature, much of the shoreline has been
developed with medium density residential uses. Wheatfield riverfront in Sub-Area 1 had long been
popular as a summer residential area, with numerous cottages and smaller, modest homes. Over
the past few decades, the area has become increasingly attractive for residential use, with many
cottages transitioning to year-round residences. The Sub-Area 1 waterfront includes distinct
neighborhoods, which are characterized by narrow roadways lined with small homes and mature
trees. These areas include Sunset Drive, Hird Street, York Road and Willow Lane. In addition, the
area includes a mix of residential and commercial uses along River Road and a large

manufactured/mobile home park.

The Erie Canal portion of the waterfront (Sub-Area 2) follows residential properties along Lockport
Avenue, which extends below Niagara Falls Blvd. The western section, near the City of North
Tonawanda, only has housing on the upland side of Lockport Road, with limited access to the Canal.
Whereas, the eastern side of Lockport Road, which abuts West Canal Marina Park in the Town of
Pendleton, has housing along both sides of Lockport Road. Housing along the Canal has private

dockage.

With limited areas of public land, the Town desires to provide opportunities for public access to the
greatest extent possible. The Town would also like to establish a multi-use trail that would become

part of the regional Niagara River Greenway system, allowing a connection with the adjoining Cities
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of Niagara Falls and North Tonawanda. This program is aimed at improving the quality of life in the
waterfront areas and taking advantage of existing assets along the Niagara River and Tonawanda

Creek (Erie Canal).

This LWRP includes an outline of proposed changes to the NYS Coastal Management Program
boundary, to delineate the local waterfront revitalization area. Section Il includes an updated
inventory and analysis of existing conditions and resources in the waterfront area. The policies
contained in Section IIl of this LWRP support the inventory and are focused on waterfront
revitalization, making beneficial use of waterfront lands, protecting community character and
protecting important natural and cultural resources. The policies are further supported by land and
water use and implementation proposals outlined in Sections IV and V. Together, the information
contained in the LWRP comprises a program that sets the direction for managing and revitalizing the

Wheatfield waterfront into the future.
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