
TOWN OF WHEATFIELD 
Comprehensive Planning Implementation Task Force 

 
SUMMARY OF MEETING, September 22, 2016 

Called to Order at 6:34pm 

In attendance: 
K Frieder   J Higner    B Wagner 
A Gerbec   D Reilly    R.W. Muscatello 
D Leaderstrof   R Silvaroli 
 
Approval of August 25, 2016 Meeting Summary:    Art Gerbec 
Motion made by B Wagner; seconded by J. Higner. Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Personnel Moves:        Richard Muscatello 

• Beverly Young – New Assignment to the Community Development Focus Group 
• Reassignment – By Request - Doris Leaderstrof to Business Development 

 
Town Planner Report        Drew Reilly 

• Town Board adopted Task Force recommendations, re:  R-R District and Airport Overlay Laws. 
• Niagara Falls Blvd. Zoning map changes were discussed in detail. 
• Blvd Overlay District changes: 

o Will follow property lines, not centerline of Blvd, as previously practiced. 
o Need two additional public information sessions prior to Town Board submission. 
o Motion to adopt the Blvd. Overlay as presented and forward to the Town Board” 

§ Motion: K Frieder, Second: B Wagner. Vote: Carried.  (Vote by eligible voters). 
 
Administration & Legal Matters      Richard Muscatello 

• Budget Needs for CY 2017 are due this meeting.    Focus Group Leaders 
• (Reminder) Focus Group Goals for CY 2017 due in Writing at the October Meeting 
• Citizen Preparedness Program scheduled by Disaster Management Focus Group Chair. 
• Land Conservancy Consultants presented a proposed to the Agriculture Focus Group. 

 
Focus Group Leaders Monthly Updates 
 
Energy Application        Dave Sayles 

• Town Planner attended and provided guidance at the last meeting. 
• Continuing finalize work on ground mounted solar rules and regulations.  
•  Town Planner recommends members attend a seminar hosted by NYS & Solar Companies, on 

October 13, 2016. If attending, bring copies of the Town law. Drew and Richard will attend.  
• “Final” Town-wide energy law must be approved at the October 27, 2016 Task Force Meeting. 
• 2017 budget submitted, as requested. 

 



Business Development        Bill Wagner 
• Anticipates a minimal need for budget money in CY 2017 to cover printing expenses. 
• Re-evaluating the Home Buildout study as suggested by Town Planner. 

o The Town gets most of its revenue from Niagara County sales tax based on population. 
Balance of revenue comes from fees collected, e.g., court fees, licenses, water, etc. 

o Planning a SWOT analysis on the ideal ratio of single family homes to 
business/agriculture/industrial structures. 

• Also, looking at the impact of population changes, drop in economy, rise in population of 
surrounding Towns/Cities in Niagara Region, as this may impact revenue to Wheatfield. 

 
Community Development       Richard Torcasio 

• Great participation at the meeting. Numbers are climbing – thanks to the Task Force Facilitator. 
• Discussed possible uses of Town land including sports, the original plans, and solar farms. Future 

plans should be multi-decade/generational. 
• Discussed proposals on finding possible uses for the soon to be vacated Bergholtz school. 
• Next meeting will focus on our mission statement and 2017 goals. 

 
Agriculture        Karen Frieder 

• Looking for a $15k grant to help pay the WNY Land Conservancy assistance. 
• Town Planner suggested looking at another $15k grant to study the implementation of PDRs. 
• State of NY commended the Agriculture Focus Group for their work, re: Farm Protection Plan. 

 
Greenspace        Justin Higner 

• Conservation Sub Division – Town Board comments passed on to D Reilly. 
o An additional Town public hearing may need to be scheduled. 

• Parks and Land Zoning 
o Could save Oppenheim, Cherry Hill and other properties, e.g., Das Haus & Lions Club. 
o Zoning code designation for Park land could be PR -1 Public, PR -2 Private. 

 
Veterans Memorial       Richard Muscatello 

• Group now has the engineering drawings.  Will proceed to assess professional services costs. 
• Hopefully, will be interviewing a professional fund raiser at next meeting, who comes  

recommended by R Torcasio. 
• Need seed money for architect and consultants services, estimated as $14,900. 

 
Disaster Planning       Richard Silvaroli 

• Citizen Preparedness Class – Red Cross Oct 19th at Senior Center 6-9pm. (Art will announce at 
Town Board meeting) 

• Announced the Tech & Homeland Security Forum 10/27/16 8a-2:30p   Seneca Niagara Hotel 
 
Adjournment Motion 
 
Motion made by K Frieder; seconded by J Higner to adjourn the meeting at 8:11pm. Motion 
unanimously carried. 



 
 
Next Meeting Date & Time 

Date:  October 27, 2016 
Time:  6:30pm to 9:00pm (approximate) 
Location: Town Community/Senior Citizen Center 
 
Please plan on attending.  Extend an invitation to attend to your Focus Group members. 

 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
Richard Torcasio (Contributions from Bill Wagner, edited by R. W. Muscatello). 
 
Important Notice to Focus Group Leaders: 
 
Focus Leaders are reminded to disseminate this meeting summary to their members for information and 
preparation. 
 
Distribution: 
 
Town Supervisor  MIS Coordinator   Town Clerk 
Town Board Members ZBA Chair   Town Planner 
 
Next Task Force Meeting Date: 
   October 27, 2016 and November/December 8, 2016 
 
 
Thought:  
 

“The way we see the problem is the problem” ~ Steven Covey 


