
TOWN OF WHEATFIELD 
Comprehensive Planning Implementation Task Force 

 
SUMMARY OF MEETING, July 28, 2016 

 
Approval of June 23, 2016 Meeting Summary        Art Gerbec 
Motion made by K. Frieder and seconded by J Hinger to approve the minutes of the June 23, 2016 Task Force meeting.  Motion 
unanimously approved. 
 
Town Planner Report         Drew Reilly 

□ Niagara Falls Blvd Zoning & Overlay Proposal 
o Overlay District is in good shape. 
o Zoning maps along the Boulevard are in pretty good shape (some properties need final direction). 
o The location of the Overlay Boundary needs discussion. 
o The Supervisor will query the Town Board, re: advisability of including the entire Zoning Map update 

coincidentally with the Blvd changes. 
o Questions were raised as to the which Town office/department or individual has the responsibility for 

officially notifying affected residents to attend the required public information hearings to residents within 250 
or 500 feet distance.  Supervisor Cliffe volunteered to investigate this situation. 

□ Conservation/Cluster Subdivision Law 
o The Greenspace Focus Group members and Drew Reilly requests a joint meeting with the Town Board to 

discuss and hopefully resolve concerns related to this issue. 
o There have been no changes to the document since the Public Hearing (except some typo's). 
o The Greenspace members are acutely aware that their involvement in creating this law is 'advisory' in 

nature, subject to the will of the Town Board. 
□ Airport Protection Law – Public Hearing results and next steps: 

o Proposed law has been amended based on public comment. 
o Will get authorization to proceed with this (some landowners concerned that this is just the first step and 

they fear taking away their rights in later actions). 
o We need to get direction from the Town Board and then the land owners before we proceed with any 

additional steps related to the properties around the airport. 
□ Solar Energy Law 

o I have created a new draft of the Solar Energy Law for the Energy Focus Group. I will be meeting with them 
on September 13, 2016. 

□ Mixed Use Zoning 
o We have recommended a change to the C-1 District to allow for Mixed Use structures. This is similar to what 

we did in the overlay. 
o The exact language of this law will be dependent on what we do with the hierarchical zoning amendment 

(options shown in draft law). 
□ Draft Motion to Town Board: Allowing farming activity in an R-R District sent to the Town Attorney 

o The law has been drafted and the Public Hearing held; it is ready for adoption. 
o Public hearing scheduled for August 8. 

□ Hierarchal Zoning Throughout the Town 
o We have proposed changes in the C-1 district to address this issue; primarily not allowing Residential uses in 

the C-1 District. I believe the Task Force is in agreement with th is (see Mixed Use zoning issue). 
o We now have to deal with the issue of hierarchical zoning in the Industrial Districts. 
o On hold for now until current initiatives are completed. 



□ Wind Turbine Ordinance 
o When the Energy Focus Group is ready to deal with this issue, I have numerous examples and experiences 

with these. We should get Town Board input on this issue. 
  

Administration & Legal Matters                      
o None 

 
Focus Group Leaders    Monthly Update re: 2016 Goals & Objectives 

o Energy Application        Dave Sayles 
o Review of the draft Solar Law 
o Suggested Changes: 

§ Corrections 
§ Additions 
§ Improvements 
§ Compare other Town Solar laws. 

o Compare other Town solar laws. 
o Next meeting is August 9 at 6:30pm in community center. 

  

o Business Development Focus Group       Bill Wagner 
o SWOT Re: Allow Mixed Use Zoning Throughout the Town 

§ Exercise conducted. Compiling results. 
 
 

o Community Development               Richard Torcasio        
o Discussed mission of Focus Group. Event planning not something anyone wants to do. 
o Resurrection of Town enter project most appealing. 
o Small community outreach events would be acceptable. 

 
o Agriculture                 Karen Frieder 

o SWOT Re: Create “pure” Agriculture District Zoning – discussed at June meeting; will 
continue research 

o PACE & PDR compensation (Re: WNY Land Conservancy counselling) will be 
attending Ag Group’s August meeting 

o Status of Farming Activity in the R-R District to Allow Farming –  awaiting Town 
Board action 

o Sign Posting/Cost – signs purchased, with Highway Department for installation 
o Micro-Alcohol Production, Craft Breweries – have not yet begun pursuing this issue 

 
o Greenspace                 Justin Higner 

o Park Designation Guidelines- Affect on the Town. Creating draft law. 
o Status of Conservation Subdivision Public Hearing Results – May 2, 2016 

§ Public hearing completed and comments evaluated. 
§ No action taken by the Town Board at this time. 
§ Town Board concerns: “Common space” needs to be defined more clearly. 

 
o Veterans Memorial        Richard Muscatello 

o Fund Raising – Expecting potential fundraiser visit in early September 
 



o Disaster Planning        Richard Silvaroli 
o Disaster Management Plan Update Re: Revisions, Checklists, etc. 

§ Rich developed a sample job specific checklist created from the Town’s original disaster plan.  
The checklist is meant to ensure all job specifics are addressed. 

o Working in conjunction with Fire Advisory Board/ Fire Company chiefs. 
o Considering a 3rd Quarter mock disaster table top exercise. 

 
Next Meeting Date & Time 
  
  Date:  August 25, 2016      

Time:  6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (approximate) 
Location:   Town Community /Senior Citizen Center 

 
Adjournment Motion         Art Gerbec  
Motion made by J. Higner, Seconded by K. Frieder to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 PM.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
Richard Torcasio, Task Force Secretary (Edited, in part, by Facilitator Richard W. Muscatello) 
 
 
Distribution: 
Town Supervisor  Task Force Members  Town Board Members  Focus Group Members 
MIS Coordinator  Town Clerk    ZBA Chairperson  Focus Group Leaders 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: 
 

“The main ingredient of stardom is the rest of the team” 
 
 
Focus Group Leaders:  Please forward a copy of these minutes to your membership, at your early opportunity. It 
may be a good idea to remind them of your group’s July meeting date along with your proposed agenda. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP AND INVOLVEMENT 
IN PLANNING THE FUTURE OF OUR 

TOWN OF WHEATFIELD 


