
TOWN OF WHEATFIELD 
Comprehensive Planning Implementation Task Force 

 
SUMMARY OF MEETING, June 23, 2016 

 
Approval of May 26, 2016 Meeting Summary                                   Art Gerbec 
Motion made and seconded to approve the minutes of the May 26, 2016 Task Force meeting.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Town Planner Report                      Drew Reilly 

□ Niagara Falls Blvd Zoning & Overlay Proposal – Public Hearing  Results  and next steps: 
o Comments at the hearing: (a) the Overlay should not include Forest Parkway; (b) is the current buffer 

requirement between commercial and residential zoning satisfactory, e.g., (50 ft.)?  (c) No strong opposition 
to the project detected; although there were several concerns about specific properties; 

□ Airport Protection Law - Public Hearing results and next steps: 
o Coordinate the proposed provisions with surrounding communities 
o Explore farmer Property Development Rights (PDR) compensation, when and if applicable 
o Meeting Results with Niagara County Administrator, Re: PDR/Pace  
o Explore other property uses for farmer versatility 

□ Solar Energy Seminar Briefing  (Involved with the Energy Application Focus Group) 
□ Draft Motion to Town Board: Allowing farming activity in an R-R District sent to the Town Attorney 
□ Hierarchal Zoning Throughout the Town (Comments from residents will be incorporated. More work is necessary) 
□ Wind Turbine Ordinance (What’s going on in surrounding communities, will be addressed by the Energy Focus Group) 

  
Administration & Legal Matters                      

□ Paid Civil Service Secretarial Services                                   Supv. Cliffe 
o No longer applicable to the Task Force.  Secretarial Services must be on a volunteer basis 
o R. Torcasio volunteered to serve as the Task Force Secretary backed up by Bill Wagner 

□ Boosting Focus Group Membership Participation                                   Richard M 
o Visit the Town’s Web Site and link on “Volunteers” 

 
Focus Group Leaders    Monthly Update re: 2016 Goals & Objectives 

o Energy Application                              Dave Sayles 
o Status of Solar Law Draft 

§ Working through the Town’s draft eclectic version 
§ Reviewing other municipal laws to see what could be incorporated into the Town’s version 
§ The draft deals with ground mounted solar installations, not roof installations. 

o Currently, at least three (3) Ward Road residents appeared at June meeting to offer their points of view.  
All expressed interest in becoming members of the Energy Application Focus Group. 

o Focus Group is ‘focusing’ on lot size requirements for ground mounted solar devises. Also, 
§ Residential areas 
§ Fire Dept. issues 
§ Reflective capabilities 

 
o Business Development Focus Group                    Bill Wagner 

o SWOT Re: Allow Mixed Use Zoning Throughout the Town 
§ Next month’s meeting will address suggestions generated by members of the group  
§ Mixed Use advantages/disadvantages reported by other municipalities 



§ What benefits would inure to the Town? 
o Summit Mall Transformation – Now & in the Future 

o Sports complex construction scheduled to begin in the spring CY2017. 
o LDC: fully functioning and have their 1st grant, working with Jacob’s ladder. 

o CDBG $100,000.  RFP needed to attract a person to assist in future projects. 
o LDC concept got its beginning from the Task Force efforts 

 
o Community Development            Bill Wagner Reporting for R. Torcasio        
o Agri-Tourism Possibilities will be coordinated with the Agriculture Focus Group 
o Town wide Garage Sale is slowed by the lack of volunteers involvement 
o Nonetheless, other Community Projects will be explored at future meetings 
o Consolidation of the Town Center and Civic Advisory Focus Groups appears to be minimally successful. 

Mainly since Town Center volunteers possessed backgrounds in library science and lacked the skill 
transferability to the Community Development concept. Other ideas the group could sponsor: 
§ Family Survival Training Classes  
§ Reenergize the pursuit for one zip code for the entire Town. 
§ 5K Run to raise money for Veterans Memorial. 
§ Drug Drop Off Container installed in Town Hall 
§ Adopting Composting projects 

 
o Agriculture                         Karen Frieder 

o Status of Farming Activity in the R-R District to Allow Farming – Pending Town Board action 
o Resolution to include farming as a ‘Permitted Use’ in R-R districts was prepared and sent to 

the Town Board. The Board will schedule a public hearing on this resolution. 
o PDRs: A Farmer educational campaign will be conducted by persons well versed in the PDR concept. 
o Representatives from the WNY Land Conservancy will attend the July Ag focus Group meeting. 

o The Town has begun to discuss this concept with the Niagara County representatives. 
o PDRs have a regional economic impact. 

o The Focus Group will complete a SWOT analysis on possible changes to the Ag zoning district at their 
next meeting. 
 

o Greenspace                           Justin Higner 
o Park Designation Guidelines- Affect on the Town 

§ Focus Group has requested that Drew and the Town Clerk search a national database on 
actual Park zoning districts. 

§ Challenging to locate any existing park zoning districts.  However, have located sources of 
sample ideas that can be turned into a draft Tow Park Zoning district.  

o Greenspace Projects 
§ Possible Fall Niagara Riverkeeper project. 

o Status of Conservation Subdivision Public Hearing Results – May 2, 2016 
§ Public hearing completed and comments evaluated. 
§ No action taken by the Town Board at this time. 
§ Town Board concerns: “Common space” needs to be defined more clearly. 

 
o Veterans Memorial            Richard 

o Fund Raising Challenges 
§ To succeed, the focus group requires the services of a professional fundraiser to identify and guide 

focus group volunteers through the many and various steps and events necessary to succeed.   
§ Ed Sturgeon appointed as the Facilitator for the group. 



 
o Disaster Planning             Richard Silvaroli 

o Disaster Management Plan Update Re: Revisions, Checklists, etc. 
§ Rich developed a sample job specific checklist created from the Town’s original disaster plan.  

The checklist is meant to ensure all job specifics are addressed. 
o Working in conjunction with Fire Advisory Board/ Fire Company chiefs. 
o Considering a 3rd Quarter mock disaster table top exercise. 

 
Next Meeting Date & Time 
  
  Date:  July 28, 2016      

Time:  6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (approximate 
Location:   Town Community /Senior Citizen Center 

 
Adjournment Motion                       Art Gerbec  
Motion made by K. Frieder, Seconded by J. Higner to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 PM.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
Bill Wagner, Task Force Pro Tem Secretary (Edited, in part, by Facilitator Richard W. Muscatello) 
 
 
Distribution: 
Town Supervisor  Task Force Members  Town Board Members  Focus Group Members 
MIS Coordinator  Town Clerk    ZBA Chairperson  Focus Group Leaders 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: 
 

“The main ingredient of stardom is the rest of the team” 
 
 
Focus Group Leaders:  Please forward a copy of these minutes to your membership, at your early opportunity. It 
may be a good idea to remind them of your group’s July meeting date along with your proposed agenda. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP AND INVOLVEMENT 
IN PLANNING THE FUTURE OF OUR 

TOWN OF WHEATFIELD 


