
TOWN OF WHEATFIELD 
Comprehensive Planning Implementation Task Force 

 
SUMMARY OF MEETING, March 24, 2016 

 
Approval of February 25, 2016 Meeting Summary          Bob Cliffe 
Motion made by B. Wagner, Seconded by J. Gargas to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2016 Task Force meeting.  
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Administration & Legal Matters                      Bob Cliffe 

□ Conservation Subdivision law Action 
o Public Hearing scheduled for May 2nd, 7PM. 

□ Farm Protection Plan 
o Public Hearing scheduled for April 4th, 7PM. 

□ Boosting Focus Group Membership Numbers      Richard 
o Need more folks, more hands on deck 
o Attendance is falling off  
o Task Force leaders requesting of all Task Force members and Focus Group members to work on 

recruiting other Town residents to aid in the work to be completed. 
 

 Town Planner Report                      Drew Reilly 
□ NF Blvd Zoning & Overlay Proposal  

o Reaffirm Public Meeting In April 2016 
§ Find a date, then send out notices, specifically those who attended the prior meeting. 
§ Once that meeting takes place, then the proposal (with any changes) will come back to Task 

Force. 
§ Get authorization to proceed to adoption process. 

o Approval to Adopt GIS Zoning Map 
§ Wendel is working on finishing up the GIS zoning map.  

□ Conservation Subdivision Law  
o SEQR and County Referral Completed 
o Public Hearing Set – May 2, 2016. 

□ Airport Overlay District Proposal 
o Draft Submission 

§ Draft is dated March 2016 
§ The draft does not add any uses that are not already permitted 
§ The draft gives the Planning Board the power can take any comments (from FAA) into a final 

decision. 
o Task Force Recommendations 

§ Motion by B. Wagner, Seconded by J. Higner to approve the draft, begin the adoption process by 
commencing the SEQR process. Motion approved. 

o Town Board Approval Schedule 
o Process to present proposal to local entities 
o Next Steps: Zoning conditions permitted/not permitted 

§ Wendel has requested input from the Task Force on the next step of potentially restricting uses 
(primarily subdivisions) within the Overlay area; by amending the Overlay or creating a new zoning 
district or amending Town Zoning districts. 

□ Commercial Hierarchical Zoning 
o Introduced verbiage for restricting residential homes in commercial zone throughout the Town. 



o The Business Development Focus Group will do a SWOT at their next meeting about hierarchical zoning in 
C-1 districts. The Focus Group will offer comments at the next meeting. 

□ Mixed Zoning 
o Niagara Falls Blvd: Included in the Overlay 
o Expand throughout the Town? 

§ A draft Mixed use zoning in all C-1 districts was supplied to the Task Force members. 
§ If Town removes the allowance of hierarchal zoning in the C-1 district, then the following could be 

added: Mixed use structures consisting of allowed uses in this district (proposed new or the 
conversion of an existing residential or commercial building to a mixed use structure), residential 
uses shall be restricted to the rear of the structure or to the second or third floor of the structure, all 
other bulk requirements are the same as for the commercial use in this district. 

§ This proposal would go hand in hand with the action to be taken on the hierarchal zoning. 
□ Agriculture Industry Challenges (Cooperative effort between Agriculture Focus Group & Task Force) 

o Affirm Town Board public hearing for Farm Protection Law, April 4, 2016 
o Farming in R-R district or Rezone some of the R-R Areas to A-R. 

 
Focus Group Leaders    Monthly Update re: 2016 Goals & Objectives 

o Energy Application                              Dave Sayles 
o Solar farms in A-R zoning district 

§ Suggestion to Focus Group: place a moratorium on solar farms in the Town. However, no 
moratorium would be placed on solar installation on roofs. Specifics to be sent to Town Board 
for action (Drew & Dave to work on verbiage).  

o Business Development Focus Group                    Bill Wagner 
o Website 

• Working on website, attempting to incorporate the current business development site onto the 
Town’s website. 

• More information to follow. 
o Other: Local Development Corporation (LDC) 

• Jacob’s Ladder, which is relocating to the Town. This business is looking for financial 
assistance.  The Town’s LDC was consulted about funds: The Town Board is considering a 
$100,000 low interest loan. $10,000 would go to back to the LDC, over time. 

• LDC is also sitting down with Yahoo, soon. This is to see what programs what might be 
available for LDC. 

• The LDC also wants to work with the owner of the Summit Mall to assist where possible. 
o Civic Advisory            Richard Torcasio 

o No one appeared to report. 
o Agriculture                          Karen Frieder 

o Public Meeting to review the Draft Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan is scheduled for Monday, 
April 4, 2016 at 7PM.  The Focus Group will be prepared to attend and speak, as necessary. 

o Sign Posting/Cost 
§ Focus Group has received estimates for ‘Right to Farm’ signs. 
§ Estimates for signs will be forwarded to Supervisor Cliffe with a request for funding. 

o Senator Ortt’s Correspondence. Re: Sustaining the Farm Industry in New York State. Contact data: 
Robert Welsh, Phone: 695-08540 or 713-0583. 
§ Focus Group discussed the email from Senator Ortt.  The Group will continue to look into the 

Senator’s efforts to make agriculture a top priority.  
o Other 



§ Focus Group member will pursue research into PDRs.  The Town of Clarence will be 
contacted about their experiences with a PDR program.  Other resources will also be tapped 
as part of this research. 

§ Carl Walck has offered to organize and present a program on transition planning for farms 
through his connections with Lincoln Financial Advisors Agribusiness Services.  This seminar 
will be held in April.  

§ The consensus of the Focus Group, at this time, there are two large issues on which to focus, 
PDR’s and transition Planning.  Once these two issues are dealt with, the Focus Group is 
prepared to ‘attack’ zoning issues and other actions. 

o Greenspace                           Justin Higner 
o Park Zoning Guidelines 

§ Focus Group requires a few more options of existing park or park/recreation laws to move 
forward with a Town Park Zoning law.   

§ Focus Group encouraged to contact the WheatfieldTown Clerk or Drew (if needed) to request 
sample codes from Code Publishers. 

o Greenspace Projects, e.g., Forestry, Trails, etc. 
§ The Focus Group continues to discuss trails in Town, especially, Cherry Hill.  

o Other:  
§ The Conservation Subdivision base map has been important topic that the Focus Group has 

been continuing to work on. 
                        Town Center                    Melissa Germann 

o Library Survey Data  
§ The Focus Group discussed the negative response to the survey and have made some 

assumptions that could have affected the negativity: residents do not want taxes raised, 
residents are generally happy with library services at this time, participants may have been 
‘put off’ by the lack of detail available about costs, some residents believe that libraries are 
going extinct. 

§ Final Focus Group recommendations about library services will be shelved until after the 
Town’s relationship with the current library services provider is clarified. 

o Plans beyond Library Services 
§ The Focus Group will temporarily be suspended until negotiations with the NT library are 

completed. 
§ The Focus Group members determined that once a contract is in place, the Group will 

reconvene and discuss the appropriate path moving forward.  If the library effort continues, the 
Focus Group will concentrate on an education campaign to our residents, where the Group 
can be forthcoming about budgets and the vision for a possible library. 

o Veterans Memorial            Richard 
o Fund Raising Challenges 

§ Corporate monies versus names on a brick challenges. 
§ Work with Town businesses to solicit funds. 
§ Work with other much larger corporations also to solicit funds. 
§ Need hands, volunteer or a professional fund raiser to keep moving forward, people to line up 

visits to companies and other people to solicit funds/donations. 
o PERT/GANT Chart 

§ Where are ‘we’ going to start for each task 
§ Where are ‘we’ going to end for each task. 

o Disaster Planning             Richard Silvaroli 
o Attracting additional members 

§ Working on success in attracting more members. 



o The Focus Group is interested in education of the public - get the public prepared for any disaster. 
o Some of the work as part of the disaster plan includes: 

§ Look at assembly places within Town for emergency shelters,  
§ Start to develop ingress and egress out of Town for emergency evacuation. 
§ Emergency Operations Center at Water/Sewer. 
§ Communications are extremely important as well. 
§ Education is important, training is important, designating ‘certain people’ for ‘certain jobs’ at 

the EOC is also important. 
 
Excused: 
  Art Gerbec  Don Proefrock  Rich Torcasio 
 
Next Meeting Date & Time  
  Date:  April 28, 2016      

Time:  6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (approximate) 
Location:   Town Community /Senior Citizen Center 

 
Adjournment Motion                        Bob Cliffe  
Motion made by K. Frieder, Seconded by R. Silvaroli to adjourn the meeting at 8: 22 PM.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Melissa Germann, Task Force Secretary 
 
Distribution: 

Town Supervisor  Task Force Members  Town Board Members 
MIS Coordinator  Town Clerk   Focus Group Members 
ZBA Chairperson  Focus Group Leaders 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 


