
TOWN OF WHEATFIELD 
Comprehensive Planning Implementation Task Force 

 
SUMMARY OF MEETING, January 28, 2016 

 
Approval of December 10, 2015 Meeting Summary                     Art Gerbec  
Motion made by R. Torcasio, Seconded by K. Frieder to approve the minutes of the December 10, 2015 Task Force meeting.  
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Introduced and welcome new focus group members: 
 Richard Silvaroli, Disaster Preparedness  Thomas Kontak, Town Center 
 David Sayles, Energy Application 
 
Town Planner Report                                         Drew Reilly 
 Project Update: 

□ NF Blvd Zoning & Overlay Proposal subsequent to meeting with Town Board (TB): 
o Arrange and conduct an additional public information outreach meeting for Town Residents (March/April time 

frame. 
o Finalize recommended Overlay & Zoning map and then secure TB authorization to adoption. 

§ Discussion included the other minor amendments to the zoning map with this work and then make 
the GIS zoning map the official map of the Town.  

□ Conservation Subdivision Law subsequent to meeting with T.B: 
o The Task Force recommended draft law was presented to the Town Board on January 25, 2016. 
o The draft is another way to implement cluster development; utilizing the same density as the underlying 

zoning district, while preserving important features within Town. 
o Conservation Subdivision is not allowed by right: it must require TB approval: the can say “no” at any point in 

the process. 
o The TB has authorized the beginning of this process, e.g., reviewing the document, resolutions to begin 

SEQR, Niagara County referral, and calling a public hearing; most likely during March 2016. 
□ Airport Overlay District  Proposal subsequent to meeting with the TB: 

o The first step in this process is codifying laws already existing.  
o The next measure is to propose zoning overlay requirements for protecting flight paths by restricting subdivisions 

(this work/analysis will begin after this overlay is established. 
o The TB agreed to the following steps: 
§ Solicit t input from Niagara County, NIMAC, NFTA, Planning Board and others. 
§ Allow Niagara County and NIMAC to present this draft proposal to other communities having property 

contiguous to the airport. 
§ Revisions must go back to the Task Force for final recommendation prior to submission to the TB. 

• Future measures/changes (as discussed above) – Identify permitted uses, uses with Special 
Permit, minimize housing subdivision development, etc., in the airport protection areas. 

• Other amendments to the Airport Protection Overlay or the Agricultural Zoning District will serve to 
protect the airport flight paths and runway protection zones. 

□ Commercial Hierarchical Zoning 
o Niagara Falls Blvd rezoning was approved to move forward at December 10, 2015 meeting. 
o Explore expanding hierarchical zoning throughout the Town. 

§ Retain this concept for future discussion. 
□ Mixed Zoning 

o Niagara Falls Blvd approved to move forward at the December 10, 2015 meeting 
o Explore expanding mixed zoning throughout the Town 



§ Discussion/Vote: Positives vs Negatives, recommendations will be discussed later in the year. 
 

□ Agriculture Industry Challenges 
o Create a pure Agriculture Zoning District 

§ Separate from A-R zoning 
o Allow farming in R-R district or rezone some of the RR Areas to A-R 

§ Rezone to A-R zoning 
o The Task Force in cooperation with the members of the Agriculture Focus Group will work on these ideas. 

 
Focus Group Leaders    Monthly Update & 2016 Goals & Objectives 

o Agriculture                          Karen Frieder 
o Invitations extended resulted in six (6) local farmers in attendance.  
o Group reviewed the draft Protection Plan in advance of submission to the Task Force. 

§ The farmers expressed a preference for pursuing the concept of Purchase Development 
Rights (PDR) s. The farmers feel they will be better able to sell their land to other farmers 
once the property has a PDR agreement in effect. 

§ The group also began a discussion about exploring Micro-Alcoholic industry opportunities. 
§ Procuring Right-to-Farm signs is progressing. 

o In addition to the PDRs concept, there may be other alternatives for farmers, e.g. PACE, etc.  
§ Karen will contact the Towns of Cambria & Clarence, and  Niagara County… 

o Presenting final Farm Protection Plan to Task Force for further action 
§ Motion made by K. Frieder, Seconded by D. Proefrock to forward the Agriculture 

Protection Plan to the Town Board with recommendation that the Board adopt the draft 
as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.  Town Board member & Chairman Randy 
Retzlaff will present the recommended approval to the Town Board. 
 

o Business Development Focus Group      Rich Torcasio reporting for Bill Wagner 
o The Focus Group will focus on commercial development within the Town Center Boundaries at their 

next meeting. 
o Greenspace                          Joe Gargas 

o Received sample Park zoning guidelines and will begin working on this zoning within Wheatfield. 
§ Focus Group will work on the following question: What will the Town allow in the district? 
§ Most likely, public lands (vs. private) could be rezoned as part of Park zone.  

o Civic Advisory                 Rich Torcasio 
o Focus Group supports the Veterans Memorial Fund Raising Project 

§ Focus Group will create an RFP for professional fundraisers to assist the Vets Focus Group 
o The first Wheatfield ever Winterfest is set for Saturday, January 30, 2016, 1 to 4PM. 
o Planning has begun for conducting aTown-wide garage sale, to be held during early Spring. 

o Town Center                  Melissa Germann 
o Library Survey Project 

§ Surveys are due March 1 
§ It appears that there is some misinformation among Town residents.  When the survey is 

completed, the focus group will present the results to the Town Board once again. 
o Report to Town Board Re: Library Services 

§ Presentation occurred on December 2015. 
§ Speculative operational budget forecast was presented at the presentation. 

o Veterans Memorial        Art Gerbec/Richard 
o Fund Raising Challenges 

§ Will require many “hands” to cover the construction and maintenance expenses. 



§ Focus Group is attempting to interview a fundraiser to guide the group. 
§ The Town’s grant writer, Bernie Rotella, has submitted a request/grant to Sen. Ortt as part of 

the fundraising process. 
□        Energy Application                    Dave Sayles/Richard 

o This new focus Group consists to the chairman, only at this time. 
o Issue to be addressed: rules to address stand-alone solar collectors installed on resident property. 
o Issue to be addressed: guidelines for siting solar farms in an A-R zoning district. 
o Review and update Town laws relating to wind turbines  

§ How will the town handle these issues?  What changes are needed?  
o Query and study how other municipalities are handling these issues. 

Administration & Legal Matters                    Bob Cliffe/Art Gerbec 
□ LWRP Action, if any 

o Been in place for 3 years 
o Possible action: properties that are zoned commercial could be rezoned to residential as 

appropriate. 
 

Next Meeting Date & Time  
  Date:  February 25, 2016      

Time:  6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (approximate 
Location:   Town Community /Senior Citizen Center 

 
Attendance: 
Task Force Members: 

Robert Cliffe  Karen Frieder  Arthur Gerbec  Melissa  Germann 
Richard W. Muscatello Don Proefrock  Andrew Reilly   Richard Torcasio 
Richard Silvaroli  David Sayles 

Excused:   Bill Wagner 
Absent:   Justin Higner 
 
Focus Group Quests: 
Joe A. Gargas   Walter Freiret  Thomas Kontak  Hubert E. Swanson 
 
Adjournment Motion                       Art Gerbec 
Motion made by K. Frieder, Seconded by R. Silvaroli to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 PM.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Melissa Germann, Task Force Secretary 
(Edited by: Richard W. Muscatello, Facilitator.   (Corrections, additions, etc., are always welcomed) 
 

“The main ingredient of stardom is the rest of the Team” 
  
 
Distribution: 

Town Supervisor  Task Force Members  Town Board Members 
MIS Coordinator  Town Clerk   Focus Group Members 
ZBA Chairperson  Focus Group Leaders 

 
 



 



TOWN OF WHEATFIELD 
Comprehensive Planning Implementation Task Force 

2800 Church Road 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 

 
Application for Appointment to a Town Focus Group 

 
I am applying for membership on the Focus Group noted below.   I understand the Town of Wheatfield Comprehensive Planning 
Implementation Task Force monitors each Focus Group.  Also, understand the need to attend and participate in one monthly 
scheduled meeting, conducted on the Town of Wheatfield property. 
 

Agriculture Preservation ___    Energy Application  ___ 
Business Development    ___    Greenspace Preservation        ___ 
Civic Activities Advisory   ___   Town Center  ___ 
Disaster Management    ___   Veterans Memorial  ___ 

 
ü Note:  Select no more than two (2) Focus Groups 

 
Complete all that apply: 
 
Name (Print)       Telephone No. 
 
Address:        City/Town  ZIP 
 
Cell Phone:   Fax    Email 
 
My motivation for volunteering is: 
 
Highest Level of Education: 

□ Elementary School 
□ High School Graduate 
□ Some College (years and/or semester)   Concentration: 
□ College Graduate     Concentration: 
□ Post Graduate     Concentration: 
□ Other: 

 
Occupation Work Experience History (Job title and years of service): 
 
Professional Certification(s): 
 
Avocation(s), Hobbies: 
 
Other Comments: (Optional) 
 
Certification: 
 I certify the above information is true and accurate to the best of my ability. 
_______________________________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Signature        Date 
 
CPTF Form No. 1 (Revised 02/02/2016) 



 
 

 



TOWN OF WHEATFIELD 
Comprehensive Planning Implementation Task Force 

 
ORGANIZATIONAL CHART  

(Revised February 13, 2016) 
 

TASK FORCE MEMBERS 
 

             Robert Cliffe, Town Supervisor                           (*) Art Gerbec, Task Force Chair, Town Board Member 
          (@)Richard W. Muscatello, Task Force Facilitator               (+) Andrew C. Reilly, Town Planner 
          (*)Randy Retzlaff, Town Board & Chairperson Agriculture Focus Group           (*) Bill Wagner, Chairperson, Business Development Focus Group 
          (+) Gilbert Doucet, Town Board                 (*) Art Gerbec, Town Board & Chairperson Disaster Planning Focus Group 
          (*)Justin J. Higner, Chairperson, Greenspace Focus Group              (*) Melissa Germann, Chairperson, Town Center Focus Group 
              Don Proefrock, Planning Board                     (*) Richard Torcasio, Chairperson, Civic Activities Focus Group                    
          (+)Larry Helwig, Town Board & Deputy Supervisor               (%) Karen Frieder, Co-Chair Facilitator, Agriculture Focus Group  
          (*) David Sayles, Energy Application Focus Group               (@) Richard Silvaroli, Disaster Planning Focus Group 
          
Agriculture Greenspace Civic Activities          Business Develop Veterans Memorial           Disaster Planning Town Center Energy Application 
Focus Group           Focus Group            Focus Group                    Focus Group____           Focus Group____               Focus Group                 Focus Group           Focus Group 
*Randy Retzlaff *Justin Higner       *Richard Torcasio        *Bill Wagner                   *Arthur Gerbec            *Arthur Gerbec             *Melissa Germann  *David Sayles 
$Julie Otto        Joe Gargas Kathy Harrington          Richard Torcasio           % Richard Muscatello          %Richard Muscatello       Kathy Smith             Hubert E. Swanson 
Carl W. Walck, Jr Joe Malloy Fredic Trunzo          Jason P. Bennett Victor G. Mish         @Richard Silvaroli  Richard Crossley 
William Kloc Emily Frank Nancy Rosie          Mark Shoemaker           $ Justin Higner             Robin Zastrow  Wendy Crossley 
Don Proefrock Sharon Downie Dan Maerten          Ron Dinino   Fredic Trunzo                      Mark Stevens  David Stapleton 
Walter Freiert                              Errick Cholewa              @Edward Sturgeon                 Mark Kasprzak              Delores Lederstrof  
%Karen Frieder              Scott Hall  David Cirino             Brent Mueller  Richard Germann 
Sharon A Downie              Larry Witul  Tim Rider                          Bob Cliffe                  Curtiss Doktor 
Hubert E. Swanson Jr             Richard R. Meredith                   Betty Skrzypek 
Deb DiBartolomeo             Carl W. Walk, Jr                 Thomas Kontak   
                  Bob Cliffe 
                                 Robert J. Mohr 
                      
 
 
                                                                                            
Legend: (*)-  Chairperson         (+)  Ex Officio @-  Facilitator   ($) Secretary           (%) Co-chair 
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ADJUNCT VOLUNTEERS  
Note: Adjunct Resident Volunteers have expressed interest in supporting focus group activity but for personal reasons are unable to attend monthly meetings. 
 
Name   Focus Group    Contact Data 
Kris Taylor   Agriculture   Email: kristaylor1@msn.com 
Daniel Maerten  Civic (SPCA)  Email: danielmaerten1954@gmail.com Telephone: 731-3696 Cell: 228-3162  
Francis Boore  Civic   Email: wheatfield.ny.us 
Shelle Heaton  Civic   Email: shelleheaton@gamail.com 
Robert Heisner, Rev. Veterans Memorial  Email: ProjectFuture1@verizon.net 
 
 
VOLUNTEERS ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Note: Volunteers on a temporary absence for approved reasons. 
Dan Clark   Business Development Email: niablvd120@yahoo.com 
Janice Vertlieb  Greenspace  Email: vertlieb@yahoo.com 
Michelle Gerace  Veterans Memorial  Email: gerace2536@roadrunner.com 
 
RESOURCE VOLUNTEERS  
Note: Resource Volunteers have made themselves available for technical, professional advice upon request. 
Bernie Rotella  Veterans Memorial  Email: Bernie@rotellagrants.com 
Wendy Salvati  Agriculture  Email: wsalvati@wwplanning.com 
Earl Wells  Veterans Memorial  Email: ewells@e3communications.com 
Amy Joyce  Town Center (Library) Email: apjoycemis@gmail.com 
 
 
Note: Focus Group Leaders: 
a. Task Force members accruing three consecutive, unexcused absences will be interpreted as voluntarily withdrawing their volunteer status. 
b. Focus Group members accruing three consecutive, unexcused absences will be interpreted as voluntarily withdrawing their volunteer status. Before enacting this 

provision, you may want to make a personal contact with the individual(s) to ascertain his/her intentions.  In any case, please coordinate your decision with the Task Force 
Facilitator.  Thank you. 

c. Please remind Focus Group members of their standing invitation to attend the Task Force meetings. 
d. New – When making contact with your active group participants, please remember to include the Adjunct Volunteers, Volunteers on Leave of Absence and Resource 

volunteers. 
e. New -   Consider contacting the volunteers on this page and query about their intentions for returning to active assignment in this New Year.  Coordinate changes with the 

Task Force Facilitator. 
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